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CONTEXT
“A world without cages has always been my aim, long before I knew the term abolition.”
~ Nancy A. Heitzeg,
Carceral Con: The Deceptive Terrain of Criminal Justice Reform (2021)

Challenging Criminalization:
Beyond Policing & Punishment
• Year #1 We Are All Criminals WAAC Exhibit
Guide (thanks to Lizzy Tegeler!!)
• Year #2 Life and Death: Criminal Justice, Capital
Punishment, and the Work of Sister Helen
Prejean (thanks to Lizzy Tegeler!!)
• Year #3: Abolition and Transformative Justice
• “Are Prisons Obsolete? A Conversation with
Angela Davis” St Kates, February 25, 2021
• One Read for Racial Justice Library Guide &
Events (thanks to Amy Mars!!)

A white accomplice?
10 Point
Program
of the
BPP
Marxists. org

©1970

BLACK RADICAL TRADITION
“Capitalism requires inequality, and racism enshrines it..”
~ Ruth Wilson Gilmore (2019)

Racial Capitalism
• Black Radical Tradition of scholars/activists:
W.E.B. DuBois, CLR James, Richard Wright,
Cedric Robinson, Black Panther Party,
George Jackson, Angela Davis, Ruth Wilson
Gilmore, Joy James,Robin D. G. Kelley, and
more
• “Capital can only be capital when it is
accumulating, and it can only accumulate by
producing and moving through relations of
severe inequality among human groups […]
procedures of racialization and capitalism
are ultimately never separable from each
other.” ~Jodi Melamed

The White Left

• Capitalism is the root of
contemporary inequality
• Class Inequality is the
central variable
• Eliminating classism will
lead to the fall of other
”isms”

Liberalism

• Racism and Sexism are
social problems that can
be solved by personal
and limited political
change
• Class inequality can be
diminished by addressing
racism and sexism

“Marx had not realized fully that the cargoes of laborers also contained African cultures,
critical mixes and admixtures of language and thought, of cosmology and metaphysics, of
habits, beliefs and morality. These were the actual terms of their humanity. These cargoes,
then, did not consist of intellectual isolates or decultured blanks—men, women, and children
separated from their previous universe. African labor brought the past with it, a past that
had produced it and settled on it the first elements of consciousness and comprehension.”

“With this observation Robinson unveils the secret history of the Black radical tradition,
which he describes as “a revolutionary consciousness that proceeded from the whole
historical experience of Black people.” The Black radical tradition defies racial
capitalism’s efforts to remake African social life and generate new categories of human
experience stripped bare of the historical consciousness embedded in culture. Robinson
traces the roots of Black radical thought to a shared epistemology among diverse African
people, arguing that the first waves of African New World revolts were governed not by
a critique rooted in Western conceptions of freedom but by a total rejection of
enslavement and racism as it was experienced. Behind these revolts were not just
charismatic men but, more often than not, women. In fact, the female and queer-led
horizontal formations that are currently at the forefront of resisting state violence and
racial capitalism are more in line with the Black radical tradition than traditional civil
rights organizations.”
~ Robin D.G. Kelley, forward to the new edition of Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition

RESISTANCE
“Radical simply means ‘grasping things at the root.’”
~ Angela Davis, always

SLAVERY
▪

1712 New York Slave
Revolt (New York City,
Suppressed)

▪

1739 Stono Rebellion
(South Carolina,
Suppressed)

▪

▪

▪

1741 New York
Conspiracy
(New York City,
Suppressed)
1800 Gabriel Prosser
(Virginia, Suppressed)
1805 Chatham Manor
(Virginia, Suppressed)

◼ 1811 German Coast Uprising
(Territory of Orleans,
Suppressed)
◼ 1815 George Boxley
(Virginia, Suppressed)

◼ 1822 Denmark Vesey
(South Carolina, Suppressed)
◼ 1831 Nat Turner's rebellion
(Virginia, Suppressed)
◼ 1839 Amistad, ship rebellion
◼ 1859 John Brown's Raid
(Virginia, Suppressed

Tragic Prelude John Steuart Curry (1938-40)

JIM CROW & LYNCHING
W.E.B. DuBois (1868-1963)
◼
◼

Ida B. Wells-Barnett
(1863-1931)

NAACP 1909
◼

Journalist Free Speech

◼

Anti-lynching Activist
Southern Horrors:
Lynch Law in All Its
Phases, and The Red
Record

◼

Suffragette

Editor of The Crisis

◼

Sociologist

◼

Pan-Africanist

◼

Communist

POLICING & PIC
• PIC as outgrowth of slavery

and settler colonialism/call for
abolition
• Slave Codes to Black Codes,
Plantations to Prison Farms
and Convict Lease, to War on
Drugs and Prison Industrial
Complex
• Role of Racism and Capitalism
with attention to gendered
violence

•
•
•

•
•

•

Black Panther Party
Fred Hampton
Free Huey!
George Jackson
Angela Davis – Marin
County Courthouse
Attica Uprising

• Moratorium

ABOLITION

• No new prisons and jails, #DefundthePolice

• Decarceration

• Direct support to prisoners, families, and those in re-entry
• Support of reforms that mitigate suffering – end solitary confinement and
cash bail

• Excarceration

• Abolitionist alternatives guided by transformative justice rather than
retribution
• Divestment from the prison industrial complex and reinvestment in
education, health care, housing, and other institutions that support
community

Instead of Prisons: A Handbook for Abolitionists (1976)
Critical Resistance
Transform Harm
Reclaim the Block
MPD150

